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Kevin Michael Costner  was born in Lynwood, California on January 18, 1955. He began his
career in independent films, gradually earning small parts in more established movies. His first
major motion picture role was in the coming of age comedy, Fandango.

  

Throughout his career, Costner has varied his choices with comedy, action and drama role. He
has appeared in such popular box-office hits as No Way Out, Bull Durham, Field of Dreams, Th
e Bodyguard
and 
Wyatt Earp
. And his exceptional filmmaking abilities were showcased in 
Dances with Wolves
, which he produced, directed and starred in, and which won seven Academy Awards including
Best Picture and Best Director.
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In addition to appearing in memorable roles in JFK, The Untouchables and Robin Hood: Prince
of Thieves , Kevin
Costner re-teamed with his 
Bull Durham
director Ron Shelton for the hit feature 
Tin Cup
. He also starred in 
Thirteen Days
, successfully collaborating again with his 
No Way Out
director Roger Donaldson. His other film credits include 
For Love of the Game
, 
The War
, 
3,000 Miles to Graceland
, 
Dragonfly
and 
The Postman
, his second directing effort.

      

Costner last directed the box office hit and critically acclaimed film Open Range, where he
co-starred alongside Robert Duvall and Annette Bening. More recently, he was seen in 
Superman: Man of Steel
; the spy thriller 
Three Days to Kill
; and the football inspired 
Draft Day
. 

  

When not working on films, Costner sings lead vocals and plays lead guitar in his band, Modern
West, and can be seen playing venues across the country. The band’s song "The Angels Came
Down" from their album Turn It On, was recently adopted by the Gold Star Moms and Gold Star
Wives organizations, which support the mothers, wives and families of fallen soldiers.

  

Here, Kevin Costner discusses his latest film, Black or White, a courtroom drama where he
plays a grandfather caught up in a legal fight for custody of his biracial granddaughter with the
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Black side of her family.

  

Our webmag is the first Canadian media to post this interview.

  

  

  

  

Kam Williams: Hi Mr. Costner, thanks for the interview. I’m honored to have this
opportunity.

  

Kevin Costner: You can call me Kevin, Kam.
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KW: Thanks! I told my readers I’d be interviewing you, so I have a lot of questions for
you from fans. Children’s book author Irene Smalls asks: What attracted you to this
project, and do you think the plot is relevant, given the evolution of race relations in
America?

  

KC: That’s what attracted me to the project. It reminded me of one of the things I like about
movies. I remember how, after I read the script for Dances with Wolves, I just knew that I had to
make it, when not everybody else wanted to. But I did end up making it. Similarly, 
Bull Durham
and 
Fields of Dreams
, didn’t strike people as giant movies, but I think the hallmark of all three of those pictures is that
they have traveled through time and become classics. And when I read 
Black or White
, I had the exact same feeling. I said, “Oh my God! This is about the moment that we’re living in
right now. And this was before Ferguson, and all this stuff. You know, our problems didn’t just
start in August. I’ve been living with this my entire life. But I thought there was a level of genius
in the writing that I thought would make everybody rush to make this movie also. Unfortunately,
that didn’t happen, and so the journey of this project has been very much like the journey of
others that I’ve had to push uphill. But I didn’t think 
Black or White
had any less value, so I decided I would pay for it, and make this movie because I just thought it
had a chance to be a classic, and because it said some things I think a lot of people need to
hear and would even perhaps say themselves, if they could string the words together.

  

KW: Sangeetha Subramanian says: Black or White looks like a great movie, Kevin. Did
you give your on-screen granddaughter, Jillian Estell, any acting advice on the set?

  

KC: No I didn’t. I just tried to lead by example by the way I behaved on the set, and she
understood. She’s a little girl, and I always had to keep that in mind. But she gave us the
performance that we really needed. This movie depended on her being really good, which she
was!

  

KW: Harriet Pakula-Teweles says: Field of Dreams’ message was, “If you build it, he will
come.” What’s the takeaway built into 
Black or White
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?

  

KC: I guess the message of Field of Dreams, ultimately, was about things that go unsaid
between people who really love each other, and about how it’s important that you try to say
those things while you’re still alive, so that they have that level of meaning, that level of value,
that you can carry with you for the rest of your life.

  

Field of Dreams, to me, was always about things that go unsaid that need to be talked about. I
don’t know what the takeaway for Black or White is, but I do know that if you’re
going to make a movie, and it’s going to deal with race, you have to make it authentic, and not
pull any punches. You have to use the language that’s appropriate. And I thought this movie
was a miracle because writer/director Mike Binder was able to just be authentic in dealing with
race. These were things that wanted to be said, so I knew that I would have a kind of a role of a
lifetime in Elliot Anderson.

  

KW: Director Larry Greenberg says: Black or White touches on how alcoholism and
addiction impact parenting. Is this an issue that you feel needs more attention?

  

KC: Well, obviously, you were able to see the movie, Larry, and for that I’m grateful. The hope
is that, if the movie did touch you, you’ll continue to tell other people about it. But alcohol, used
in any excess, is always going to put a veil over how we behave… clouding our judgment… and
affecting our ability to love and to be responsible. And certainly, in this instance, it’s pretty clear
that what was driving the drinking was the loss of the love of his life, his wife, and the loss of his
child seven years earlier. The discussion of alcohol, and where he is in terms of it, is pretty
unique in this film, because at one point he suggests that maybe he isn’t an alcoholic, but just
an angry person. And that clouds his judgment when he’s backed into a corner. Also, the movie
deals with addictions on both sides, which makes it very balanced and enjoyable to watch.
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  KW: Sherry Gillam says: Happy Belated Birthday! [January 18th] I saw your picture onthe cover of AARP Magazine a couple of months ago. You’re still just as handsome asever.  KC: [Laughs heartily] Thank Sherry a lot. I have no choice, but that was really a highcompliment. It’s been a pleasure making movies for people of my generation. I try to make filmsthat will stand the test of time, so that the younger generations will be inclined to catch up tothem. That’s what I tried to do with Black or White. It’s relevant to us now, but I’m hopefulthat someone watching it twenty years from now will understand what’s at stake when you’redealing with the welfare of a child, and of the problem that might come when you overlay it withrace.  KW: Sherry Gillam did have a question, too. She asks: What makes you smile on theinside?  KC: [Laughs again] A good idea makes me smile. My children succeeding makes me smile. Mywife looking at me and saying she’s proud of me makes me smile. Even just being surprisedmakes me smile.  KW: Professor/director/author Hisani Dubose says: You have such a broad range ofmovies, which I think is great. What attracts you to a script? Is there a unifying factor?  KC: Sometimes, it’s the chance to say something I want to say for myself. Other times, it’shaving an opportunity to say something that I feel everyone in the world would like to say. And Black or Whitereally matches up with that. There are some things said in this movie that I know people havewanted to say for a long time. I was given the speech of a lifetime in the courtroom, and I’mgratified to hear that audiences have been clapping when I’m done. A lot of people would neverthink that’s possible, given the movie, but I’ve seen it in theaters night after night. That’s beenvery pleasing to me. KW: Documentary filmmaker Kevin Williams says: Thank you for making so many great,enjoyable films. When you look back upon your career, how do you remember yourmagical rise from Silverado to winning a couple of Oscars for Dances with Wolves?  KC: The truth is that I can remember it, I understand, yet I never thought my career would everhave that kind of success. Listen, I’ve had such good luck. I didn’t know it could ever be aswonderful as it has been, although it has had a measure of stress and pain. Still, it’s been anincredible ride. I appreciate my good luck and my good fortune, and I have loved every minuteof it. Silverado, Fandango, No Way Out, The Untouchables, Open Range, Hatfields &McCoys,  all these movies that I look back on, and now Black or White. Listen, I’ve hadgood luck, and I get that. I just hope the second half of my life plays out in a way that I am ableto continue to make movies that are relevant not only to me but to people who like to go to thetheater.  KW: My favorite of your films, one which I’ve watched over a dozen times, is No Way Out.  KC: [Chuckles] That was a movie that wasn’t going to get made, either. It was sitting at WarnerBrothers in a state of limbo known as turnaround. It just wasn’t on the minds of anybody. OrionPictures wanted to do a picture with me, but they didn’t have anything in mind. They asked mewhat I was interested in, and I told them that there was this picture over at Warner Brothers Ireally loved called Finished with Engines. I brought the script to them and they decided theywould do it, but they changed the title to  No WayOut.  KW: Environmental activist Grace Sinden asks: What do you enjoy the most about themoviemaking process?  KC: I really love rehearsal. I love being with people and working on something when no oneelse is looking. Another aspect I enjoy is having a job where you have breakfast, lunch anddinner with the people you work with. You always get to know people a lot better when you’reactually able to have meals with them. So, I was really perfectly suited for the movie business. Idon’t know how I got so lucky, but I thank God for it every day.  KW: Attorney Bernadette Beekman asks: Do you think this film will initiate a debateabout interracial adoption?  KC: I think that if you see this movie with someone who doesn’t look like you, you’re going tohave an incredible conversation afterwards. I believe Black or White will really fosterconversation whether you see it with friends or with your sweetheart, and that you will be a littledifferent when you come out of the theater. KW: David Roth says: In Black or White, your character, Elliot, is raising a Blackgranddaughter, sheltering her from her junkie dad and the perceived instability of herBlack relatives. Does this picture pander to “White knight coming to the rescue of aperson of Color” stereotype avoided by Selmadirector Ava DuVernayin her downplaying President LBJ’s role in the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  KC: Audiences coming out of the theater say how refreshing Black or White is because of itsevenhandedness in that regard. We know that humans are sometimes willing to fight unfairly,and what makes this picture great is that it feels very, very authentic. We’re not dealing with thesame issue that David has with Selma. No one likes to go to a movie and feel like they’ve been manipulated. You smell a rat whenyou’re being manipulated. The truth is just as entertaining as a lie, so why not shoot the truth?  KW: When you look in the mirror, what do you see?  KC: I see a full life. And I’m raising young children, and my desire to stay healthy and to remainrelevant is uppermost in my mind. KW: The Ling-Ju Yen question: What is your earliest childhood memory?  KC: I remember everything from about 2½ or 3 years-old on. I remember my father cominghome and unlacing his work boots... I remember my mom cooking in the kitchen… I rememberthe curtains… the couches… the smell of the linoleum. I even remember some of my dreamsfrom back then.  KW: I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that powerful eulogy you delivered for WhitneyHouston. There were a lot of great eulogies that day, but yours eclipsed them all.  KC: Thank you. Well, Whitney and I had a unique relationship. I wasn’t even sure that I shouldbe up there talking, but it seemed like the world demanded that because of our make believerelationship in The Bodyguard. The world has linked us together because of that movie. Sowhen I was asked to speak, I could only talk about what it was I knew.  KW: Harriet also asks: With so many classic films being redone, is there a remake you'dlike to star in?  KC: I don’t really think about that very much. There are a couple that I might redo, but I still justlove breaking new ground on an individual movie. I appreciate great classics, and perhaps I’llmake one someday, but I have six or seven lined up, and not one of them is a remake or asequel.  KW: Are any of your kids interested in following in your footsteps?  KC: No, they’ve all charted their own paths. None of them has pivoted off my name. They’re alldoing their own thing. That’s what I love about them. My daughter [Lily] sings in Black orWhite .That’s her singing in the funeral scene. She’s 28, and an amazing singer/songwriter.  KW: Lastly, what’s in your wallet?  KC: [Laughs out loud] What’s in my wallet? Well, at the premiere a few days ago, this Chinesefellow came up to me, handed me his card, and said, “I want to make movies with you.” Ihaven’t called him yet, but we’ll see if he really means it.  KW: Thanks again for the time, Kevin, and best of luck with the film.    KC: I’m glad you liked the movie, Kam, and thanks for writing about it.  
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        Filmography  Year Film Title  1979 Malibu Hot Summer1982 Chasing Dreams1982 Night Shift1982 Frances Luther1983 Stacy's Knights1983 Table for Five1983 Testament1983 The Big Chill1984 The Gunrunner1985 Fandango1985 Silverado1985 American Flyers1986 Shadows Run Black1987 The Untouchables1987 No Way Out1988 Bull Durham1989 Field of Dreams1990 Revenge1990 Dances with Wolves1991 Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves1991 JFK1992 Oliver Stone: Inside Out1992 The Bodyguard1993 A Perfect World1994 A Century of Cinema1994 Wyatt Earp1994 The War1995 Waterworld1996 Tin Cup Roy1997 Sean Connery: An Intimate Portrait1997 The Postman 1999 Message in a Bottle1999 For Love of the Game1999 Play It to the Bone2000 Thirteen Days2001 3000 Miles to Graceland2002 Dragonfly2003 Open Range2005 The Upside of Anger2005 Rumor Has It...2006 The Guardian2007 Mr. Brooks2008 Swing Vote2009 The New Daughter2011 The Company Men 2013 Man of Steel2014 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit2014 3 Days to Kill2014 Draft Day2015 Black or White2015 McFarland, USA2015 Criminal  Director:  Year Title  1990 Dances with Wolves Costner received an Academy Award for Best Director1997 The Postman2003 Open Range  Producer:  Year Film Title  1990 Dances with Wolves Coster got an Academy Award for Best Picture 1994 Rapa Nui1994 Wyatt Earp1995 Waterworld1999 Message in a Bottle2000 Thirteen Days2007 Mr. Brooks2012 Hatfields & McCoys 2015 Black or White  source: www.wikipedia.org  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------  About the author of this interview: Kam Williams is a syndicated film and book critic whowrites for 100+ publications around the U.S., Europe, Asia, Africa, Canada, and the Caribbean.He is a member of the  New York FilmCritics Online , the NAACP Image Awards Nominating Committee, and Rotten Tomatoes. He is a contributor to TheLoop21.com, eurweb.comand so on.  He is also a columnist for our webmag www.megadiversities.com.  One of his interviews made the cover of Heart and Soulmagazine last fall.  One of Kam Williams' interviews with Spike Lee is included in the 2002 bookentitled Spike Lee: Interviews (Conversations with filmmakers).  This book collects the best interviews of Lee.  Some of Kam Williams' articles are translatedinto Chinese and Spanish.  In 2008, he was Voted Most Outstanding Journalist of the Decadeby the Disilgold Soul Literary Review.  In addition, he has been honored at the U.N. (for BMORENEWS GLOBAL FORUM ONWOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT) on June 15th 2012 by the Foundation for the Support of theUnited Nations (FSUN). Williams is an erudite Attorney who holds a BA in Black Studies fromCornell University, an MA in English from Brown University, an M.B.A. from The WhartonSchool, and a J.D. from Boston University. Kam Williams is a member of the Bar in NJ, NY, CT,PA, MA & US Supreme Court bars. He lives in Princeton, (New Jersey) with his wife and son.Kam Williams can be reached at kwilliams@megadiversities.com.  

 7 / 7

http://www.wikipedia.org
undefined/
mailto:kwilliams@megadiversities.com

