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Quvenzhané “Nazie“ Wallis was born on August 28, 2003 (the 60th anniversary of the Dr. 
MLK's famous speech "I Have A Dream"), in Houma, Louisiana where she attends Honduras
Elementary School. She is the daughter of Venjie and Qulyndreia Wallis.  Her siblings are
Qunyquekya, Vejon and Venjie Jr.

  

Nazie loves reading, singing, dancing, acting and playing her iPod and Nintendo DS. She’s a

 1 / 10



One on One With The Youngest Oscar Nominee Best Actress:  Quvenzhané Wallis

Written by Kam Williams
Tuesday, 26 February 2013 17:22

big fan of China McClain, Selena Gomez and Miley Cyrus, and her favorite sports are
basketball, volleyball, dance and cheerleading.

  

On January 10th 2013, Wallis, a child prodigy became the youngest actress in the U.S. history
to receive a nomination for an Oscar as Best Actress for the movie Beasts of the Southern Wild 
which
premiered at 
Sundance Film Festival
in January 2012 and won the 
Grand Jury Prize
.  The film received the prestigious
Caméra d'Or 
award for Best first Feature Film in France.  Wallis is currently working on Steve McQueen's
upcoming film 
12 Years a Slave
with Michael Fassbender, Benedict Cumberbatch and Brad Pitt. The movie is based on the
memoir of Solomon Northup, a free man from New York who was kidnapped and sold into
slavery in Louisiana.

      

Here, she talks about her Oscar-worthy performance as Hushpuppy in Beasts of the Southern
Wild, a visually-enchanting modern parable issuing a dire warning about the threat to the planet
posed by civilization and corporations if left unchecked.

  

Kam Williams: Hi Quvenzhané, thanks for giving me an interview. You were so beautiful
and so amazing in this movie! I was really stunned by your stage presence.

  

Quvenzhané Wallis: Thank you.

  

KW: I thought you were funny and charming when I saw you interviewed by Jay Leno on
the Tonight Show recently. And I know that you also went to the Sundance Film Festival
and travelled to France for the 
Cannes Film Festival
. What was that like?
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QW: I had a lot of fun in France. I liked how they said my name over there. They wouldn’t say
Quvenzhané. They would say a whole other thing.

  

KW: What type of name is Quvenzhané? I thought it was French, especially since you’re
from Louisiana, where there are a lot of people with French ancestry.

  

QW: It’s Swahili.

  

KW: My name is Swahili, too. Kam is short for Kamau.

  

QW: [To her mother, excitedly] His name is Swahili, too! [To me] What does Kamau mean?

  

KW: “Quiet warrior.” What does your name mean?

  

QW: My name means “fairy.”

  

KW: May I call you by your nickname, Nazie?

  

QW: Yes, but it’s pronounced “Nay-zee.”

  

KW: Sorry, “Nay-zee.” You were only 5, when you auditioned for the role of Hushpuppy.
Had you acted or taken acting lessons before?

  

QW: No.
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KW: Did you enjoy making Beasts of the Southern Wild?

  

QW: Yes.

  

  

KW: A lot of scenes were shot on the bayou and around animals like alligators, pigs and
chickens. Were you ever afraid, Nazie?

  

QW: Yes, I was afraid of the pig.

  

KW: What was it like seeing yourself on the big screen for the first time, after the film

 4 / 10



One on One With The Youngest Oscar Nominee Best Actress:  Quvenzhané Wallis

Written by Kam Williams
Tuesday, 26 February 2013 17:22

was finished?

  

QW: I was like: “Wow! There is actually a bigger me, but I can handle it.”  It was something you
wouldn’t get used to, but I felt smaller, and my voice was smaller, too.  So, there was like a
bigger me with a smaller voice, and a smaller me with a big voice.  It was something I would
never have thought would happen that way.

  

KW: You are the youngest of four kids. Do your sister and big brothers treat you any
differently now that you’re a movie star?

  

QW: Nope, they treat me the same way.

  

KW: Nazie, are you anything like your character, Hushpuppy?

  

QW: In some ways I am, in some ways I’m not. We both like to go outside and do some things
that you wouldn’t even think about.

  

KW: What do you think people will learn from this movie?

  

QW: That when you’re a little kid, you might have to take care of your parents as much as they
take care of you. Otherwise, they might get sick, and that’s something you don’t want to
happen.

  

KW: What do you like to do to have fun?

  

QW: Ride my bike.
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KW: What is your favorite movie?

  

QW: Happy Feet 2. http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B004EPZ0AC/ref=nosim/thslfof
ire-20

  

KW: What is your favorite book?

  

QW: Judy Moody. http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0763654116/ref=nosim/thslfofire
-20

  

KW: Have you seen the Judy Moody movie?

  

QW: No, I don’t think so, but I might have seen it at school.

  

KW: I think you’d remember it if you’d seen it. It’s really cool! What do you like to watch
on TV?

  

QW: The Disney Channel.

  

KW: Which Disney show is your favorite, Nazie?

  

QW: Jessie.

  

KW: I heard that you got along with Dwight Henry, who plays your father in Beasts of the
Southern Wild
, because he gave you a lot of brownies and cupcakes from his bakery the day he had to

 6 / 10

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B004EPZ0AC/ref=nosim/thslfofire-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B004EPZ0AC/ref=nosim/thslfofire-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0763654116/ref=nosim/thslfofire-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0763654116/ref=nosim/thslfofire-20


One on One With The Youngest Oscar Nominee Best Actress:  Quvenzhané Wallis

Written by Kam Williams
Tuesday, 26 February 2013 17:22

audition with you.

  

QW: Yes, but that’s not really why I liked him. I liked him because of his personality. He just
acted hisself.

  

KW: What is your favorite food to eat?

  

QW: Jambalaya… No, stir-fry.

  

KW: When you look in the mirror, what do you see?

  

QW: Myself.

  

KW: If you could have one wish instantly granted, what would that be for?

  

QW: To be a wizard.

  

KW: Like Harry Potter?

  

QW: No, like a wizard on The Wizards of Waverly Place. It’s another show I like on the Disney
Channel.

  

KW: I’ve interviewed two of the stars on that show: Selena Gomez and Jake T. Austin.
The Ling-Ju Yen question: What is your earliest childhood memory?
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QW: I can’t remember that far back, only to auditioning when I was 5 years-old.

  

KW: The Kerry Washington question: If you were an animal, what animal would you be?

  

QW: I would like to be a penguin and a leopard.

  

KW: What do you want to be when you grow up, an actress or something else?

  

QW: A dentist.

  

KW: Who is your hero?

  

QW: My mom.

  

KW: What is your favorite music to listen to?

  

QW: Dancing music.

  

KW: Is there any question no one ever asks you, that you wish someone would?

  

QW: Yes, how did you burp and scream like that in the movie?

  

KW: Okay, how did you burp and scream like that?
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QW: It’s just something I learned how to do. The screaming I do at my brothers’ basketball
games to make the other team miss foul shots. One of them is in junior high, and the other one
is going to high school.

  

KW: What advice do you have for anyone who wants to follow in your footsteps?

  

QW: I don’t know, but I would say you have to be nice to people you meet.

  

KW: It must be hard for a kid to have to do a lot of interviews when you might like to be
out playing.

  

QW: Yes, it’s very hard for a kid to deal with.

  

KW: Well, I really appreciate your taking the time to talk to me, Nazie, and
congratulations again on making such an impressive acting debut.

  

QW: Thank you.
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  The DVD is available on www.amazon.com,  .ca, www.amazon.co.uk  or www.barnesandnoble.com      Filmography:  2012 Beasts of the Southern Wild  2013 Boneshaker  2013 12 Years a Slave  2014 Annie    -------------------------------------------  About the author of this interview: Kam Williams is a syndicated film and book critic whowrites for 100+ publications around the U.S., Europe, Asia, Africa, Canada, and the Caribbean.He is a member of the  New York FilmCritics Online , the NAACP Image Awards Nominating Committee, and Rotten Tomatoes. He is a contributor to TheLoop21.com, eurweb.comand so on.  He is also a columnist for our webmag www.megadiversities.com.  One of his interviews made recently the cover of Heart and Soulmagazine.  Some of Kam Williams' articles are translated into Chinese and Spanish.  In 2008,he was Voted Most Outstanding Journalist of the Decade by the Disilgold Soul Literary Review.  In addition, he has been honored at the U.N. (for BMORENEWS GLOBAL FORUM ONWOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT) on June 15th 2012 by the Foundation for the Support of theUnited Nations (FSUN). Williams is an erudite Attorney who holds a BA in Black Studies fromCornell University, an MA in English from Brown University, an M.B.A. from The WhartonSchool, and a J.D. from Boston University. Kam Williams is a member of the Bar in NJ, NY, CT,PA, MA & US Supreme Court bars. He lives in Princeton, (New Jersey) with his wife and son.Kam Williams can be reached at kwilliams@megadiversities.com.
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