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Winner of the 2005 NAACP Image Award as the “Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture” for R
ay
, 
Kerry Washington
is a versatile, talented and fearless actress who has built an impressive list of credits over the
course of her relatively brief career. She has also garnered critical acclaim for recent roles in 
Mother and Child
, 
The Last King of Scotland
, 
The Dead Girl 
and 
Lakeview Terrace
.  
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Kerry Washington
made her feature film debut in Our Song in 2000, and has since co-starred in Fantastic Four
and its sequel
Rise of the Silver Surfer
, 
I Think I Love My Wife
, 
Little Man
,
Mr. and Mrs. Smith
, 
She Hate Me
, 
Against the Ropes
, 
The Human Stain
, and 
Save the Last Dance 
for which she received a "Teen Choice Award" for Best Breakout Performance.  
She will soon be seen opposite Eddie Murphy in 
A Thousand Words 
and then in 
We the Peeples
, an ensemble comedy featuring Craig Robinson, David Alan Grier, Tyler James Williams and S.
Epatha Merkerson. She currently has two films in theaters, 
For Colored Girls 
and 
Night Catches Us
.  
Kerry is an active member on the Board of Directors for "The Creative Coalition", a group
dedicated to raising awareness of First Amendment Rights and to the support of the arts in
education. Plus, she’s a member of the "V-Counsel", a group of advisors to "V-Day", the global
movement to end violence against women and girls (
www.vday.org
). As for endorsement deals, Washington is a spokesperson for both "L’Oreal Paris" and
"Movado".  In addition, she co-directed and appeared in the music video for hip-hop artist
Common's song, "I Want You", the fourth single off of his album Finding Forever.  She also
appears in Maxwell's "Bad Habits" video. In 2009, Washington performed in The People Speak
a documentary feature film that uses dramatic and musical performances of the letters, diaries,
and speeches of everyday Americans, based on historian Howard Zinn's "A People's History of
the United States”.   
Washington went on to earn a 
Presidential Arts Scholarship 
to attend 
The George Washington University
, graduating in 1998. She also studied at 
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Michael Howard Studios 
in New York City.  Here, Washington talks about her involvement in the movie 
For Colored Girls. The following interview was conducted in Fall 2010.
 
 
 
Kam Williams: Hi, Kerry Washington, nice to speak with you again.

Kerry Washington: Hey, Kam Williams, how are you?    

KW: Very well, thanks. My son said he came to see your lecture at Princeton University
last semester. He’s a junior there now.

Kerry W.: Cool! Congratulations! That’s exciting.

      KW: Thanks. I told my readers I’d be interviewing you, so I think we should get right
to their many questions. Children’s book author Irene Smalls asks: What attracted you to
the role of Kelly in For Colored Girls?".   
  Kerry W.:  I really just wanted to be a part of the production. I had heard a rumor that Tyler
[Perry] was directing it, I so I approached him at one of these industry parties, and said, “If it’s
true, I want in, because it’s such an important piece of literature.”   
  KW: Irene says: This play was written some time ago.  Do you think it is still relevant to
today's black woman?

Kerry W.: I do. I do. I think the play is still relevant to all human beings, not just black women.  
 
KW: FSU grad Laz Lyles asks: What is it about Tyler Perry that enabled him to assemble
such an accomplished cast?
 
 

Kerry W.: He’s a very inspiring person, when you look at the empire that he has created and
built on his own. He wasn’t born into it.

  KW: FSU grad Laz Lyles asks: With a text this powerful, what was the self-discovery
factor like? Were there any dormant traits that unexpectedly came to the surface?     

Kerry W.: It was really fun for me to do this because I was coming off doing the David Mamet
play “Race,” on Broadway. And that character was so forceful and angry and smart and sharp
and verbally articulate. Kelly is almost the opposite. She’s very vulnerable and soft in a good
way. Her role is to be a witness of these women and their journeys. It was a wonderful
challenge for me as an actor to have to immediately exhibit the opposite qualities of those that I
had been cultivating for almost a year.

  KW: How was it having Hill Harper play your husband?    
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Kerry W.: It was great to have the opportunity to work with Hill, since he’s a friend, and we’ve
traveled together along this political/artistic path. It was also nice to be able to tell this story of
supportive, positive love between a black man and woman. I know that was important to Tyler
and we felt very blessed to take on that responsibility.

  KW: Reverend Florine Thompson asks: Even though the film is specifically about
"Colored Girls," would you say it explores themes which resonate with all women?     

Kerry W.: Absolutely! On the set, we even talked to each other about how universal the
journeys of these characters are. So, the spectrum of colors that we’re referencing really
reflects a rainbow of human emotions. We’re talking about being sad and blue, or red with rage,
or green with envy. Those are the colors that we girls are embodying.

  

KW: Editor/legist Patricia Turnier [of www.megadiversities.com ] is wondering: What
African-American icon would you like to portray in a movie?

    Kerry W.: Angela Davis is somebody I have my eye on. Also Diahann Carroll.  
KW: Yale grad Tommy Russell asks: What do you struggle with as an actress: honesty in
your roles, diving into the depth of your characters, or just navigating the crazy
landscape of Hollywood and auditioning?    

Kerry W.: D, all of the above! [Laughs]
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KW: Marcia Evans asks: How do you feel about the recent backlash against PresidentObama? Why hasn’t there been a massive pushback by the Democratic Party against allthe recent unfair rhetoric?    Kerry W.: It’s exciting to me that people know that I’m someone who’s very political. For fulldisclosure, it’s important for me to say that I’m a member of the administration now because I’mon the President Obama’s Committee for the Arts and Humanities. So, I’m not unbiased. I’mreally proud of everything that he’s accomplished in his first couple of years.   I think it’s great that all of us Americans were inspired to work so hard get him elected. But now,the most important thing people can do in this representative democracy is to stay active andinterested, if we want to continue the momentum of change.  KW: Is there any question no one ever asks you, that you wish someone would?    Kerry W.: No, not really.  KW: The Tasha Smith question: Are you ever afraid?Kerry W.: Yes.    KW: The Columbus Short question: Are you happy?Kerry W.: I think I am, for the most part. But everybody has ups and downs, right? I have badmoments, but not many bad days.     KW: The Teri Emerson question: When wasthe last time you had a good laugh?     Kerry W.: About 15 minutes ago. I loooooove to laugh! [Chuckles]  KW: What is your guiltiest pleasure?    Kerry W.: Popcorn and massages.    KW: What is your favorite dish to cook?Kerry W.: Baking and decorating cakes, but I don’t even eat them, because I try to stay awayfrom wheat. I just made my own icing from scratch the other day, but it didn’t come out verywell. I’m working on refining that.     KW: The bookworm Troy Johnson question:What was the last book you read?     Kerry W.: Jane Alexander’s memoirs called “Command Performance.” http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0306810441?ie=UTF8&amp;tag=thslfofire-20&amp;linkCode=as2&amp;camp=1789&amp;creative=390957&amp;creativeASIN=0306810441  KW: The music maven Heather Covington question: What was the last song youlistened to?     Kerry W.: Hot Tottie by Usher and Jay-Z. http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0040I8T9C?ie=UTF8&amp;tag=thslfofire-20&amp;linkCode=as2&amp;camp=1789&amp;creative=390957&amp;creativeASIN=B0040I8T9C  KW: The Uduak Oduok question: Who is your favorite clothes designer?    Kerry W.: I have so many it would be impossible to say.  KW: The Boris Kodjoe question: What do you consider your biggest accomplishment?   Kerry W.: I don’t know. I really don’t know. If I ever have a family one day, everything else willpale in importance to that.  KW: When you look in the mirror, what do you see?Kerry W.: I see an ever-unfolding process.  KW: If you could have one wish instantly granted, what would that be for?    Kerry W.: For a million more wishes.  KW: The Ling-Ju Yen question: What is your earliest childhood memory?    Kerry W.: Being in my stroller in the elevator in the building where I grew up in the Bronx.  KW: What advice do you have for anyone who wants to follow in your footsteps?Kerry W.: Study! Study ! Study! Get an education.    KW: Have you ever wished you couldhave your anonymity back?     Kerry W.: No.  KW: The Laz Alonso question: How can your fans help you?Kerry W.: It would be super if people visited my new website, www.KerryWashington.com .    KW: The Zane question: Do you have any regrets?  Kerry W.: I do. I do. I think everything in life happens for a reason. I always think there’s roomfor me to improve as a person.  KW: The Flex Alexander question: How do you get through the tough times?Kerry W.: Through prayer and meditation. And I have really good friends and family, and agreat therapist.     KW: The Tavis Smiley question: What do you want yourlegacy to be, and where are you in relation to that at this point in your life?   Kerry W.: I’m not really sure. I don’t think in those terms, exactly. I just want to keep havingthe courage to raise the bar for myself, and to keep striving for excellence in artistic integrity andpublic service. And to continue to challenge myself to move outside of my comfort zone,personally and professionally.     KW: Thanks again, Kerry Washington, and I look forward to speaking to you againsoon.     Kerry W.:  Likewise Kam Williams, bye.           

            The DVD is available on www.amazon.com  or .ca and www.barnesandnoble.com             Filmography            Film  Year Film Role Notes    2000   Our Song   Lanisha Brown         3D   Angie   Boyz n Da Hood       2001   Save the Last Dance   Chenille Reynolds         Lift   Niecy         2002   Take the A Train   Keisha         Bad Company   Julie         2003   The United States of Leland   Ayesha         The Human Stain   Ellie         Sin   Kassie         2004   Against the Ropes   Renee         Strip Search   Unknown   TV film       She Hate Me   Fatima Goodrich         Ray   Della Bea Robinson         2005   Sexual Life   Rosalie         Mr. &amp; Mrs. Smith   Jasmine         Fantastic Four   Alicia Masters         Wait   Maggie         2006   Little Man   Vanessa         The Last King of Scotland   Kay Amin         The Dead Girl   Rosetta         2007   I Think I Love My Wife   Nikki Tru         Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer   Alicia Masters         2008   Woman in Burka   Kerry         Lakeview Terrace   Lisa Mattson         Miracle at St. Anna   Zana Wilder         2009   Life Is Hot in Cracktown   Marybeth         A Thousand Words   TBA   post-production       The People Speak   Herself   Documentary       2010   Mother and Child   Lucy         For Colored Girls   Kelly         Night Catches Us   Patricia       Television  Year Title Role Notes    1994   ABC Afterschool Special   Heather   Episode: "Magical Make-Over"     1996   Standard Deviants   Kerry         2001   NYPD Blue   Maya Young   Episode: "Franco, My Dear, I Don't Give a Damn"      Law &amp; Order   Allie Lawrence   Episode: "3 Dawg Night"      100 Centre Street   Unknown   5 episodes       2002   The Guardian   Drea Westbrook   Episode: "The Next Life"      2005–2006   Boston Legal   Chelina Hall   5 episodes       2008   Psych   Mira Gaffney   Episode: "There's Something About Mira"        The People Speak   Voice of Sojourner Truth       Black Panther   Voice of Princess Shuri        2012   Scandal   Olivia Pope               

  Awards and nominations:
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    -  BET Awards

    
    -  2007- Best Actress The Last King of Scotland : Nominated  

    

    

      
    -  Black Reel Awards

      
    -  2011- Outstanding Supporting Actress For Colored Girls : Nominated  

  

  
      
    -  2011- Outstanding Actress Night Catches Us : Won  

  

  
      
    -  2011- Outstanding Ensemble Night Catches Us : Nominated  

  

  
      
    -  2011- Outstanding Ensemble For Colored Girls : Won  

  

  
      
    -  2009- Outstanding Ensemble Miracle at St. Anna : Nominated  
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    -  2007- Outstanding Supporting Actress The Last King of Scotland : Nominated  

  

  
      
    -  2005- Outstanding Actress, Drama Ray : Nominated  

  

  
      
    -  2003- Outstanding Actress, Network/Cable Lift : Nominated  

  

  
      
    -  2002- Outstanding Independent Actor Lift: Nominated  

  

  
    
    -  2002- Outstanding Supporting Actress Theatrical, Save the Last Dance : Nominated  

    

  

  

    
    -  Image Awards

      
    -  2011- Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture Night Catches Us : Nominated  

  

  
      
    -  2007- Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture The Last King of Scotland : No
minated
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    -  2006- Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series Boston Legal : Nominated  

  

  
    
    -  2005- Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture Ray : Won  

    

  

  

      
    -  Independent Spirit Awards

    
    -  2002- Best Female Lead Lift: Nominated  

    

  

  

      
    -  Satellite Awards

    
    -  2005- Best Actress in a Comedy/Musical Ray : Nominated  
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    -  Screen Actors Guild Awards

    
    -  2005- Outstanding Cast in a Motion Picture Ray : Nominated  

    

  

  

Source: www.wikipedia.org

  

An interesting link:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_g-Js-Al4g 

  

          
    
     ----------------------------------------------------  About the author of this article:  Kam Williams 
is a syndicated film and book critic who writes for 100+ publications around the U.S., Europe,
Asia, Africa, Canada, and the Caribbean.  He is a member of the New York Film Critics Online,
the NAACP Image Awards Nominating Committee, and Rotten Tomatoes.  He is a contributor to
TheLoop21.com.  He is also a columinist for our webmag 
www.megadiversities.com
.   Williams is an erudite Attorney who holds a J.D. from Boston University and other degrees: 
an MA in English, a BA in Black Studies in Ivy Leagues (Brown University and Cornell
University respectively) and an M.B.A. from Wharton School.  Kam Williams can be reached at 
kwilliams@megadiversities.com
.
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